
 
 

 
 

My friend and I were discussing why women cannot become priests, but I was 
having a difficult time defending the Church’s position on the issue. Any 
suggestions? 

 
The Church’s position on this issue is based on both forms of God’s Revelation to us: 

Scripture and Tradition. Tradition with a capital “T” are those things handed down to us 
by the apostles through the early Church. Pope John Paul II in his apostolic letter, 
Ordinatio Sacerdotalis, lays out a clear explanation of the issues and definitively states 
that the Church cannot ordain women because Christ did not give us that authority. It’s 
not a matter of choice or preference by the Church. (The complete text of the document 
can be found on the web at: 
http://www.ewtn.com/library/PAPALDOC/JP2ORDIN.HTM.) 

If you are not already familiar with this document, it might be a good starting point 
for your discussion. You and your friend can go through it together prayerfully. I suggest 
you say a prayer to the Holy Spirit before you start your discussions, that you both be 
open to hearing God’s will and not your own. I have often found that there is more 
involved in these discussions than simply a logical discussion of facts, history, and 
scripture. All the data in the world will not make a difference if one’s heart is closed to 
hearing the truth. 

This concern with the ordination of women has sprung up in only that last 50 years or 
so, and even then only in the Western world. It is more a product of our culture with its 
concerns with equality and personal rights. And so you might want to discuss these two 
aspects in your discussion. 

We are called to be holy and to be members of the Body of Christ. We are all equal, 
but we are all called to different ministries. A man who is called to the special ministry of 
the priesthood is not necessarily holier or greater in the eyes of God than any member of 
the laity. He is not special; but his ministry is and that is a gift. We can see an example of 
this with the gospel story of John and Peter as they visit the empty tomb on Easter 
morning. (John 20:1-9) John is described in the gospel as “the disciple whom Jesus 
loved”; he was special to Jesus. But Peter was the one given the authority to be the leader, 
the first pope. John waits for Peter to enter the tomb first, not because Peter was better, or 
holier, or more special to God, but out of respect for the authority given to him by Jesus. 

With regard to the personal rights which we cherish so dearly, no one, even a male, 
has the right to be ordained; one must be called to this ministry. It takes extensive 
discernment to determine if a man is pursuing the priesthood because of his own desires 
or because he is responding to God’s call. This discernment process is not always perfect 
and sometimes, unfortunately, men are ordained who were not called by God. 
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