
 
 

 
 

Are Masses with only a deacon present considered a real Mass, plus may not always 
be on a Sunday? Does that Mass count as a regular Mass? 

 
No, there cannot be a Mass without a priest or bishop presiding. Only a priest or 

bishop can act in the person of Christ to offer the Eucharistic sacrifice; to turn the bread 
and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ. 

In some places, because of the shortage of priests, it is impossible for a parish to 
provide a Mass so that their parishioners can meet their Sunday obligation. In these cases, 
because the Eucharist is the source and summit of Christian life, the parishioners should 
be encouraged to travel to nearby parishes where Masses are available. When this is not 
possible, especially in remote areas, the Church offers a rite called Sunday Celebrations 
in the Absence of a Priest. In this way, parishioners can still celebrate the Liturgy of the 
Word and can receive Communion. Preferably, a deacon presides, but with some 
modifications, a lay person can also conduct the service. In either case, this should not be 
seen as a substitute for a “real Mass”. It is important to pray for vocations to the 
priesthood and to pray for holy priests. Without priests there is no Eucharistic sacrifice 
and no Mass. That is why the devil is working so hard to tempt priests and lead them 
astray. The devil knows the power of the Eucharist and the Mass. 

The Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest rite is to be used only on Sundays 
and is not appropriate for weekday celebrations. The proper ritual on weekdays is found 
in Holy Communion and Worship of the Eucharist Outside Mass. This rite is designed for 
those who are prevented from being present at daily Mass. Such celebrations should never 
be seen as an equal choice with participation at Mass. 
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